;J
-, 4

ey ;’Af. o P :l" 2 £ 06 s
experience to last a iifetim
. o8 P ot Y, SR

R e

[

-

Year 9 Independent Learning Booklet .

Your gateway to improirir.\g'yo‘ur engagement
| with learning

“Independent learning is pupils having an understanding of their
learning; being motivated to take responsibility for their learning;
and working with teachers to structure their learning

‘ environment.” (Independent Learning - Literature Review.
. Retrieved from Department for Children, Schools and Families).

“A lot of people never use their initiative because no-one;tqld'them
' (e _ to” (Banksy).






Year 9 Independent Learning Booklet

How to use this booklet

Once you have completed the tasks allocated by your
teacher on Show My Homework, you can use this
booklet to ensure that you have studied for at least
one hour per school day.

These activities are independent projects that will
allow you to consolidate and extend your knowledge.

Please take your independent learning into school
when we re-open, to share with your teachers.



This is your opportunity to select an area of interest and create an interesting display of your knowledge.

You need to make sure you are ready for your first PHSRE lesson, to show off what you have done

Spelling: See the following pages for support.

Reading: Use AR bookfinder and your ZPD to find the right books for you and then complete the quizzes.

Select an area of English and complete the online activities on grammar, reading, writing or vocabulary.
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/activities-for-learners/ Spelling

Word Search: Create your own word searches using your spellings words or use this link to get your computer to
do it for you: http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/WordSearchSetupForm.asp

Air Spelling: Choose a spelling word.

With your index finger write the word in the air slowly, say each letter. Your partner needs to remind you that you
need to be able to ‘see’ the letters you have written in the air. When you have finished writing the word underline it
and say the word again.

Now get your partner to ask you questions about the word. For example: they could ask ‘What is the first letter?’,
‘What is the last letter?” ‘How many letters are there?’ etc...

Media Search: Using a newspaper or magazine you have fifteen minutes to look for your spelling words. Circle
them in different coloured crayons. Which of your spellings words was used the most times?

Pyramid Power: Sort your words into a list from easiest to hardest. Write the easiest word at the top of the
page near the middle. Write the next easiest word twice underneath. Write the third word three times underneath
again until you have built your pyramid.

Story time: Write a short story using all your words. Don’t forget to check your punctuation!

Simple Sentence: Write a sentence for each of your words. Remember each sentence must start with a capital
letter and end with a full stop.

Colourful words: Use two different coloured pens to write your words, one to write the consonants and one to
write your vowels. Do this a couple of times then write the while word in one colour.

Memory Game: Make pairs of word cards. Turn them all over and then mix them up. Flip over two cards. If they
match you get to keep them. If not, you have to turn them over again. Try to match all the pairs.

Ambidextrous: Swap your pen into the hand that you don’t normally write with. Now try writing out your
spellings with that hand.

Missing Letters: Ask a partner to write out one of your words lots of times on a piece of paper, but each time
they have to miss out a letter or two. Then you have to fill in the missing letters. After you have checked them all try
it again with another word.

Listen carefully: Ask your partner to spell out one of your words; then you have to say what the word is they’ve
spelt out.


http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/WordSearchSetupForm.asp

Acrostic: Use word that start with each letter in your spelling word. You are more likely to remember it if it makes

sense.

Spell - a - doodle: Create a picture and use your spelling words to fill in the detail. Each word must be written
three times, e.g. a picture of clouds would have the lines formed with spelling words. You can add to the challenge

by giving specific picture topics.

Yr9 Takeaway Tasks (see how many you can do)

The Art of Fiction

Animal Farm

Dystopian fiction

Create your own travel map
based on a book you are
reading to show the
characters’ journeys

Create a script of your
favourite scene from Animal
Farm and ask family members
to perform it with you. You can
use costumes and video it!

Design a gadget that will
change the world for better or
worse. Draw the design and
create a fact file or label it with
key info and stats.

Create a postcard from a
famous character or one from
the novel you are reading in
class. Design an interesting
image for the front; explain
their experiences on the back
in no more than 20 words.

Script an alternative ending for
the novel OR the opening to a
sequel. Can you mirror
Orwell’s style and use of
techniques?

Create a newspaper front
cover reporting on the biggest
disaster to affect the world:
what would make a
newsworthy event? Will the
tone be celebratory or critical?

Design and make a board
game based on your class
novel or your favourite book.
Write the instructions then get
friends and family to play it.

Research Orwell’s biography.
Use the information to create
a poster or leaflet to teach
younger students about his life
and work.

Script an interview between
you and the Prime Minister of
Great Britain: what would you
ask him? What would his
answers be? How will you
capture his personality and
voice?

Wordsmiths Takeaway Tasks

(based on the books you are reading right now!)

Come up with at least 10
questions you would want to
ask the writer of the book you
are reading.

Explain to a Year 7 student at
least 3 ways to begin a good
story and give an example. Try
to include ideas from the
stories you've read recently.

Design a storyboard to show
the plot of the book you are
reading. Select at least 6 key
moments.

Compare the last two stories
you’ve read in terms of
themes, character, plot and
setting

Select your favourite character
from the book you are reading
and explain how you feel
about them.

Write 3 different endings to
the book you are reading
(happy, sad and cliff-hanger)

Design a creative front cover
for the book you are reading.
Including title, pictures, blurb
and reviews.

Choose a character from one
of the short stories studied
and write their biography.

Create a piece of artwork
linked to the book you are
reading and explain the links.




People and Places Takeaway Tasks

(how many non-fiction activities can you do?)

Choose somewhere you would
like to visit one day. Research
it and then make an
advertising poster which
encourages other people to go
there too.

Create an information leaflet
on a place that you know well,
making sure you provide
accurate historical information
as well as accurate up-to-date
information about what you
can see/do there now.

Write a poem or rap about a
place you know well.

Research and produce a
biography of one of the non-
fiction writers you have

studied in class e.g. Bill Bryson.

Watch a Ted Talk where a
person gives a persuasive
speech about a topic you care
about (ask your teacher for
some recommendations if you
need help). Write a review of
the talk

Research children’s charities in
the UK today. What
judgements can you make
about how they advertise/
promote their work? Write a
review of what you find.

Research and then create a
two minute news story
suitable for BBC Newsround
for a topic you care about that
is in the news at the moment.

Write a magazine article about
a journey you have been on.
This could be a train ride/plane
journey/boat trip etc. Decide if
you want your article to be
entertaining or factual and
then adapt your tone and style
accordingly

Has the internet/social media
changed the way that we
access information? What is
the problem of ‘fake news’?
Write a blog post exploring the
advantages and disadvantages
of the internet.

* Go to Hegarty maths and try the workouts to support your development of ‘struggle areas’. Watch the screen casts

and try the questions.

Pick one of the tasks below to review what you have learnt during the topics you have covered in your prep tasks on

Show My Homework.

e Pick a topic you have worked on (Chemistry, Biology, Physics)

¢ Design an activity which the class could use to study this topic

¢ Write a summary paragraph without using the keywords

¢ Write a newspaper article explaining how this topic is relevant in everyday life

¢ Research an example of this topic from everyday life

¢ Explain the top 5 facts

e Summarise this lesson/topic into an explanation a Year 6 could understand

¢ Write an exam question and mark scheme

* Draw a graph to show a pattern/ trend in the data

¢ Describe a practical that could be used to test a theory

¢ Draw a flow chart to explain a theory/process/ practical




¢ Find a picture or diagram to label and annotate

¢ Use 6 keywords in a paragraph

e Make a revision mind map/ poster

e Summarise this lesson/topic as Tweet of under 280 characters
¢ Define 5 keywords

¢ Make a revision card

e List 8 keywords

¢ Create an information sheet for someone who has never played the sport you are doing in PE. You must include
key skills/techniques/rules for playing this sport.

* You work in the leisure centre in Bridgwater. You are a recreation assistant (someone who takes money / sets up
equipment / talks to the public / runs children’s parties / etc.). What qualities do you think you need to have to be
a good recreation assistant? Why do you think you need these qualities?

 Design the sports kit. Your task is to design the sports kit for school. List what kit you would include (think about
the time of year too), where the logo will go, etc. Draw your designs (you do not need to be amazing at drawing but
label them so we can see clearly, what you mean). Can you explain why you have chosen this kit in relation to
keeping costs down, looking smart, considering the weather? e Write a diary entry about one of your performances
in PE explain your strengths and weaknesses.

» Watch a sporting fixture on TV or the internet and create a 1-page report on the event/result. You may include
photographs in your report if you wish.

¢ Typing practise, using websites such as www.nitrotype.com or www.typingtest.com

e Complete Hour of Code activities on https://hourofcode.com/uk/learn

 Design your ideal eco-friendly vehicle of the future, making sure it is practical

e Draw a diagram of your vehicle and label it
o |f you can, make a model of it using recyclable materials

e Find pictures of your ideal garden and create a collage of your favourite plants

e Design a garden of your own

o Pick one vegetable you would like to grow and see if you can plant, grow and harvest it at home

o Take photos of your plant as it grows and keep a diary of its progress.

e Measure your plant every day and keep a record of its growth

e Note down when you water your plant, if and when you add fertiliser and see the difference it makes


http://www.typingtest.com/
https://hourofcode.com/uk/learn

¢ Counterfactual history, also sometimes referred to as virtual history, attempts to answer “what if” questions
known as counterfactuals.

¢ Choose an event in History. It can be something you have previously studied, have an interest in or want to find
out about.

¢ Produce a project to answer your question. Think about the short-term and long term changes. Consider the
impact locally, nationally and internationally.

* You can choose one of the counterfactual questions provided or come up with your own. This ‘virtual history’ is an
excellent Genius Hour project.

¢ What if the Black Death had never occurred?

e What if Henry VIII had stayed married to Catherine of Aragon?

e What if Napoleon had succeeded in invading Russia?

e What if WWII had ended with nuclear attacks on Berlin, Hamburg, and Munich?
e What if Christopher Columbus never sailed west?

¢ What if the RMS Lusitania was not sunk by a German U-Boat in 19157

e What if President John F Kennedy survived the assassination attempt?

e What if Hitler had decided not to invade Russia?

¢ What if the 1914 assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand had failed?

¢ What if the Vikings successfully colonized the east coast of North America?

e Judaism. To research and write about the effects of the Holocaust. This can be presented as a power point, short
film, creative writing, research on an individual. This is to be finished by the time you return.

* To research and look in detail at Christian places of pilgrimage. To produce a detailed document on a chosen place
of pilgrimage. To produce a tourist brochure explaining about the main features of the chosen pilgrimage site. To
be creative in how you present your research eg diaries, short film/documentary.

* To research and write about Hinduism and the environment and the Hindu attitude towards animals.

e This can be presented as a power point, short film, detailed report.

® Learn and practice a musical instrument, or do some singing.

* Listen to some new music online, through an app, or on the radio.
* Write your own song lyrics as a start to composing your oWn song.
* Write a rhythmic round using either note values, or words.

* Research how many composers have written a piece about the planets or space. You can include film music in your
research



Drama

* Using one of these stage ideas design a set and props and for a production of:
* Any Shakespeare play you have studied

* A book that you have read that has been turned into a play/film

* A play that you have seen in the theatre

* OR choose the stage directions from any play to start you off...

* Remember to include levels, colours, shapes and textures in your design




Director's Task

* IMAGIME that you are directing the following extract from the text ‘Flood” by James Phillips:
* READ it carefully before you start. The scene is set in a boat at sea.

* THINK about casting your characters: age, gender, stature, and costumes first

* NOW, use the script and annotate it with how you would want the actors to use

* Facial expression

* Body language

Captain Survivaors.
Ingrid Your family?
Captain | have no family
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Mini GCSE Project

Animal Patterns

Time © Weoks /6 Hours

323 Ve N ‘
2) On the other half of the A3 poge, use numerous materals 10 Try and replicate some of

the animal patterrs. Complete at least & skatches using 3/4 meterals for aach drawing,
Thiz will form ¢ development page. Ramember 1o annotate your work.

4) Create o lire dranirg of a collection of ammal patrerns in the style of African/oboriginal
ort work. Include az many patterns oz you can. Use the interret for inspiration

6) Use Indian Ink o thick paint to create detailed patrerns over the top of the oil pasvel.
You can also use mixed media 10 create patrerns over The 10p €.g. sTring, textures etc.
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Mini GCSE Project

Comic Art

Time © Weeks /0 Hours

1) On AJ paper create an A4 (half A3) colioge of these artist's work (choose om/m ple-

tures of each) Roy Lichrenstien, Jock Kirby and Will Eizrer, On the other side create o
collage of comic exomples that you like. Arrotete,

[T~ A VRV

’ 2) Develep o main character on AJ paper for your comic. In o mind map format change the \
eyea/other featuras/clothing ard re-draw. Annctate why you have mode those changes.

e 2| B RN RN

3) Choose o comic tamplate ard write your comuc pansl by porel. What other choracters
T do you need to draw? What backgrounds do you need to research? Etc. Write as mony
 rotes as you can, Add small, simple quick sketches.

xm, A A -w-‘t_ll 1P

senar s AR ) A VEDE R | |
4) Develop a viswal research page on A3, Use your notes from the comic Tempiate 1o drow

backgrounds, characters, movemanrt knes atc. Deslgr the page Kka a visual mind map. Ar- /

rotate. !
[ Ve Tl

6) On A3 paper drow out three of your comic parels waing thrse different matericls. Eg.

Pencil crayon, watercolowr and bire, fineliner and pencil croyon. These will be practices for

your final comic. Annotate which technrigue you will work in for your final comic and why.

| AT L

. 6) Complete your firol comic on A3 paper using your preferred material.

L AYMENSEES .,
Choose a subject/tepic and stick 1o it. Eg. Superhercezs, bullying, friendship.
— _‘o.m (— - .

J NN

\ !
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Mini GCSE Project

Everyday Objects "”""
R

Time 6 Weeks /6 Hours

2) Try o be imaginative. Create & brainstorm of afl the everyday items you can think of |
that would ba Interasting to draw. u-mmmuu»mmwmm /

T r

5

~ 4) Skevoh (using pencil, fine linar and watercolour) all four of your photomontages in the
style of Cloes Olderburg. Dor't add all the detail in the backgraund, just some. 1

6) Add paint 10 your sculpture ond create a reclistic 'stand’ for it. Eg. gross. road, plinth p
et







Market research

e Matt is thinking of starting up a new business as a dog groomer. He either wants to buy a van which he could kit
out as a grooming parlour and drive around to customers’ homes, or he will rent a small unit in Bridgwater. He
thinks he ought to do some research beforehand so is planning to complete a questionnaire with the clients of a
local vet but he doesn’t know what to ask. The questionnaire will be given to potential customers to find out about
them and their preferences.

¢ Write a questionnaire for Matt with 6 to 8 multiple choice questions. You might want to consider including
guestions about the service on offer, the price charged, where he should offer the services and how he should
advertise it.

International Trade

¢ Do some research to find out where the products we use in this country come from. For example, where do we
get bananas from? Are cars made in this country or other countries?

e Either make a list of show your findings pictorially on a map.

¢ Look on the BBC Website at the Business or Economy news. Find an article that looks interesting and write a 100
word summary of it. Try to explain the article to somebody else over the next week.

* Log on to Unifrog: Go to Careers Library, Search by keyword e.g. Computer Games, research different careers. For
one career read the guide and create a poster about that job including skills, qualifications required, salary.

¢ Create an A - Z of different skills and qualities that are important for the career you have researched

¢ Log onto Unifrog and complete the Careers Terminology activity

e Create a list of 30 things you would like to achieve by the time you are 30.

¢ Think about how these activities help develop skills and qualities required for the career you have researched
¢ Interview an adult about their career path including finding out information about ‘the best job they ever did’.
¢ Use the following questions to help you get started:

¢ What was your first job?

e What is the funniest thing that has ever happened to you at work?

¢ What is the best job you have ever done?

¢ Choose one job and explain the skills and qualities you need to demonstrate in order to be successful.

¢ What advice would you give to your 14 year old self about careers?



Weather and Climate

Whatever the weather - Track the weather using a weather app, or by watching weather forecasts. Compare
to the average - is this a usual fortnight for the time of year? A weather report, which might include: synoptic
weather charts, pictures of the weather, diary entries, graphs of weather data, screenshots of weather apps.

Scary Weather! - Research a weather hazard (tornadoes, hurricanes, droughts, heatwaves, ice storms, blizzard,
thunder and lightning). Write about the causes of the hazard, and the effects it has on people and property. You
could also include how the hazard is managed. Options include: A written report or PowerPoint, a wall display, a
short story, newspaper article, video news report.

Climate Future - Explore the future predictions for the UK changing climate. Find out what the positives and
negatives of climate change might be, then present your findings... Options include: wall display, PowerPoint,
written report with evidence included, a video/animation, a short story, a series of diaries entries written in
2020/2030/2040/2050 documenting the changing climate.

Contemporary Conflicts

War, what is it good for? - Research a recent (since 1990) conflict. Find out the causes of the war, who was
involved, the effects of the war on the people involved, and how it came to a close (if it has come to a close). Options
include: a timeline, a PowerPoint or written report, a series of diary entries, a newspaper article.

Conflict trends - The media can make it seem like there is more conflict in the world than ever, but is this true?
Do some research into the current conflicts occurring in the world and how things have changed — are things better
or worse? You can look globally, or focus on one area (e.g. Middle East, Central Africa, South America). Options
include: wall display, PowerPoint, written report which includes a series of graphs and maps, video.

Water of Life - Research areas where water is scarce and there are water shortages. Choose a research question
and base a piece of work around it; for example... Why is water scarce and how is this likely to change in the future?
How is water scarcity affecting people’s lives? How can the situation be improved? Options include: wall display,
PowerPoint, written report.

Environments Under Pressure

e Your task is to prepare a report to the United Nations about the growing threats to unique environments on the
planet. You need to choose ONE environment from the list below.

¢ The island of Madagascar, in the Indian Ocean.

* The Great Barrier Reef, Australia.

* The Southern Ocean, Antarctica.

* The Amazon Rainforest, Brazil.

¢ The Arctic Ice Cap and Tundra - Northern Canada and Greenland.
¢ Deciduous Oak Woodland - the United Kingdom.

* The Maldives atolls - The Indian Ocean.

¢ Tropical Grassland (savanna) in Kenya, Africa.

¢ Tropical mangrove swamps, Indonesia.



¢ Or propose an environment of your own...

The report should contain the following geographical information.

¢ Location of your chosen environment - include maps at different scales.

¢ Describe its landscape and the biodiversity of plants and animals - what makes it unique and important?

* Explore the threats from human activity (either locally or as a result of more global threats like climate change)
that is creating pressure on your chosen environment.

* Proposed solutions - how can your chosen environment be protected and managed in a more sustainable way?




