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Stefan McHale, Headteacher 
 

An academy sponsored by Bridgwater & Taunton College Trust 
 

3rd October 2025 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Post-16 Options 
 
As your son has reached their final year at Brymore it will undoubtedly be the busiest one they have faced so 
far, as they prepare for their final examinations this summer. It will also be a time to look to the future and 
make some important decisions about the pathways they wish to follow when they leave us. In addition to 
their academic and extra curriculum programme, we also have events throughout the year focusing on 
supporting the boys with their next steps beyond Brymore. We invite in further education colleges and other 
training providers to inform the boys about their post 16 options, we hold focus sessions where boys can 
meet professionals and learn more about career pathways, and activities to develop employability skills. 
 
Every Year 11 boy also has at least one personal guidance meeting with a Level 6 careers adviser. These 
meetings are held with an external company called Future Smart in February, and alongside the SLT 
mentoring appointments, these sessions really help to dovetail current performance, target grades, and future 
aspirations into a clear action plan. 
 
Whilst we feel confident that our Year 11 boys will receive impartial and high-quality careers guidance, we are 
aware that parents themselves may also be feeling nervous about what lies ahead beyond Brymore! The 
opportunities post 16 have certainly changed since our own educational experiences – for example the 
introduction of T-levels and degree apprenticeships will be unfamiliar to many. The law currently states that 
all children must be in some form of education or training until they reach the age of 18. This means that on 
leaving us every boy must have secured a place at a college, sixth form, or be enrolled on a training scheme 
of some form. 
 
To help you feel more informed please see the Post-16 guide enclosed and visit the useful website links 
shown below. Having conversations with your son at home is an integral part of their decision making and 
we hope this information will help you to better understand the options your son can choose from and help 
you to feel more confident supporting them in their post-16 decisions. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding post-16 pathways please feel free to contact me at Brymore 
Academy where I will be happy to help. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Harriet Featherstone 
Assistant Headteacher 
Careers Leader 
 
Enc 
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Career information and useful links 

 

COLLEGE OPEN DAYS AUTUMN TERM: 

• Bridgwater and Taunton College: 7th Oct 6-8pm Bridgwater Campus, 8th Oct 6-8pm 

Taunton Campus, 8th Nov 10-1pm Cannington 

• Strode College: Open Evenings 16th Oct 6pm - 8pm 

• Exeter College: October 7th, 4-8pm 

• Yeovil College: 16rd October, 5-7pm 

• Richard Huish: 13th October, 5-8pm 

• The Space: 6th October at 6:00 pm 

• Weston College: 9th October, 5-7pm 

• Hartpury College – Autumn open days already fully booked! Contact them directly. 

• Bicton College 18th January 2025, 10am-1pm 

• Sparsholt 8th November 2024 

• Contact to arrange a tour: King Alfred Sixth Form      

• Huish Episcopi Sixth Form - 7th October, 14th October 

CAREERS INFORMATION:   

The careers padlet lists lots of careers information on apprenticeships, post 16 courses, 
careers events, work experience etc: Somerset Careers Padlet 

Course options: Watch and read here at BBC Bitesize, and the Department of Education 
animation  

 
For parents: A guide for parents and carers of children age 11-24 to assist with thinking and 
planning future careers and what can be done to improve opportunities. 
 
Parent Zone at  Careerpilot : Parent zone 
 
For pupils: 

• Not sure of what your career could be? Try the buzz quiz!  

• Career Pilot is a detailed online resource we use in school with information on career 
pathways, course options and lots more.  
 

Apprenticeships: Find Apprenticeships and www.careermap.co.uk will help to find 
apprenticeship jobs in your area. Amazing Apprenticeships a central hub for all the latest 
apprenticeship information. 
 

Virtual work experience and insight events: 

• Huge choice of virtual work experience and insight events through the SPRING POD 
platform (need to create an account). 

https://www.btc.ac.uk/the-college/
https://www.strode-college.ac.uk/
https://exe-coll.ac.uk/event/open-event-october/
https://www.yeovil.ac.uk/
https://www.huish.ac.uk/
https://www.thespacesomerset.co.uk/what-s-on
https://www.weston.ac.uk/event/october-open-evening-school-leavers-and-adults
https://www.hartpury.ac.uk/college/open-days/
https://bicton.ac.uk/events/open-event-at-bicton-college/
https://www.sparsholt.ac.uk/opendays/
https://www.tkasa.org.uk/new-index
https://www.huishepiscopi.net/page/?title=Huish+Sixth&pid=7
https://padlet.com/SomersetCareersHub/current-careers-opportunities-p4ke361qxein67d0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z6ws47h
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=post+16+options+video+uk&&view=detail&mid=1F97E5F311722788FDA81F97E5F311722788FDA8&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dpost%2B16%2Boptions%2Bvideo%2Buk%26FORM%3DHDRSC4
https://hotswcareershub.padlet.org/jacquelinehobson/student-padlet-yfp4rek12r1g196h/wish/YDgnZel4701yQwrA
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/parent-zone
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/16-18-choices/find-career-ideas/buzz-quiz
http://www.careerpilot.org.uk/
http://www.careermap.co.uk/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/live-broadcasts/?utm_source=Apprenticeship+Champions&utm_campaign=3e952e98cf-APP+CHAMPS+ISSUE+19_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_2cbcf19feb-3e952e98cf-231642557
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/live-broadcasts/?utm_source=Apprenticeship+Champions&utm_campaign=3e952e98cf-APP+CHAMPS+ISSUE+19_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_2cbcf19feb-3e952e98cf-231642557
https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience

